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TOWN OF OLD SAYBROOK


Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission



302 Main Street ( Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475-1741


Telephone (860) 395-3131 ( FAX (860) 395-3125

 MINUTES


REGULAR MEETING


THURSDAY, JUNE 19, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.


PASBESHAUKE PAVILION at SAYBROOK POINT PARK


155 COLLEGE STREET EXTENSION
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I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Frank Jones called the regular meeting to order at 7:38pm at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, Saybrook Point.

II. ROLL CALL

Attending Members



Absent Members
Frank Jones, Chairman


Larry Bright, Regular Member 

Paul Smith, Regular Member 


Madge Fish, Regular Member

Robert McIntyre, Regular Member

Bill Pollock, Alternate Member

Frank Reichart, Regular Member




Judy Preston, Regular Member

Kevin Zawoy, Alternate Member

Attending Staff

Christina Costa, Inland Wetlands Enforcement Officer

Mike Ott, Consulting Engineer

Penelope Sharp, Environmental Consultant

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A.
03-006

Ken and Cynthia Morin

Application to construct residential dwelling and driveway


267 Schoolhouse Road (Map 50, Lot 8)


Accepted: 3/20/03. PH Open: 4/17/03, PH Close by: 6/24/03, 

Decision by: 7/28/03
Ken Morin, applicant, was present to inform the Commission of the changes made to the application since the last meeting.  The driveway cross-section on the plans provided the Commission with data regarding the proposed excavation and fill.  Penelope Sharp, Environmental Consultant, read her report into the record regarding the disturbance to the wetlands by the driveway.  Ms. Sharp recommends the applicant provide an alternative to the wetland crossing by rerouting the driveway or installing a wooden bridge.  If alternatives are not appropriate, there should be a site specific crossing design for the driveway with use of a seepage envelope in addition to culverts to promote drainage through the crossing.  Michael Ott, Consulting Engineer, stated that a bridge may be possible and that the grading, wetland flagging, and clearing should be identified on the plans with regard to the driveway disturbance.

Christopher Holden, engineer representing the applicant, described the driveway characteristics and site topography.  There will be soil removal below the driveway, replaced by 6-8 inches of gravel and porous fill and standard topsoil.  One sump pump will pump any water from the excavation and discharge in an upland area.

David Lord, Soil Scientist for the applicant, submitted a letter written by him to the applicant and presented his evaluation of the property.  Spotted Salamander egg masses were found approximately 50-60 feet west of the proposed driveway.  An alternative crossing between wetland flags 9-10 and 31-32 would require lowering or elevating the driveway through blasting or filling, or making a larger driveway footprint.  Mr. Lord recommends using culverts for the proposed crossing to elevate the driveway above the water level and use a geotextile wrap to keep the fill soils intact.

Dennis Morin, brother of the applicant and a bridge construction worker, submitted a resume and list of bridges he has worked on.  Mr. Morin explained that the bridge used to cross the wetlands would have to be 200 feet long.  A typical 200-foot bridge would require three or more spans to support construction vehicles.  There are no 200-foot beams to span the entire length of the wetlands.  A pile driver would drive three spans of piers into the ground at approximately every 70 feet through the wetlands.

The Commission asked the applicant to reduce the construction area bordered by silt fence in the wedge of property between the proposed house site and Schoolhouse Road to minimize the amount of possible disturbance during construction.  The applicant will prepare alternatives to the crossing for the next meeting.

MOTION to close the public hearing on Application 03-006.

MOVED by Paul Smith.  SECONDED by Keven Zawoy.  APPROVED 6-0-0.

IV. OLD BUSINESS

A. 02-009

Otter Cove Association, Inc.


Application to dredge ponds.


Otter Cove Drive, Hill Road & Watrous Point Road


(Pond Surrounded by Map 63, Lots 44,45, 46 & 47 and Map 64, Lots 4, 6 & 7)


Accepted: 2/20/03, Decision by: 6/30/03
Frank Jones excuses himself from discussion of the application.  Paul Smith acts as Chairman for this matter.  Rich Snarski, Soil Scientist and Sediment & Erosion Specialist, visited the Otter Cove Association property after the last meeting and prepared suggestions in his June 16 letter to Christina Costa, Enforcement Officer.  Paul Smith read the letter into the record.  Mr. Snarski recommends removing the fill on the eastern section of the pond, placing topsoil on the exposed gravel bank, and excavating 1-1.5 feet below the ordinary high water and replacing it with six inches of topsoil for an aquatic plant bench.  The letter provides a planting list for the aquatic bench and embankment along with positioning boulders in the pond for wildlife.

Patrick Wiley, 17 Otter Cove Drive, was present to address the Commission.  Mr. Wiley contacted biologist George Nockline and the state for grass seed recommendations to keep the embankment from eroding.  The 2/1 slope of the bank is a result of using the dredged soils as fill along portions of the pond bank.  The Commission agrees with Rich Snarski’s recommendations for a vegetated buffer adjacent to the pond to replace vegetation lost as a result of the over-dredging, and to enhance the ponds eco-system.
David Schreiber, Otter Cove, asked if pond lilies were an appropriate aquatic plant for the ponds. The Commission indicated that pond lilies could be considered as one of the many vegetation species to be introduced into the pond.

Peter Davidson, 10 Crest Road, wanted to know how much time the Commission would allow for all of the restoration to the pond.  The Commission indicated that a time-table would be considered as part of deliberations on this matter.
Nick Hill, 33 Otter Cove Drive, wants to see a place for people to be able to walk and enjoy the area.  There should be benches considered for people to sit near the pond.

Mr. Ogden, 14 Hill Road, voiced concern for the condition of Hill Road near the culvert.  The road needs maintenance and if the upper pond floods it will damage the road. The Commission referred Mr. Ogden to the Public Works Department.
MOTION to approve Application 02-009 contingent upon the Otter Cove Association implementing the recommendations depicted by Rich Snarski’s June 16, 2003 report; and, the Town’s Public Works Department and Consulting Engineer’s review of Item 1 of Mr. Snarski’s report.  Item 2 of Rich Snarski’s report must be completed in the next 4-6 months and Item 1 completed within 12 months contingent on the Public Works Department and Consulting Engineer’s recommendations.

MOVED by Paul Smith. 
 SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  

APPROVED 5-0-0.

B.
03-007

River’s End Subdivision


Application for eight lot subdivision within 100 feet of inland wetlands.


South of Ragged Rock Road and East of James Court (Map 53, Lot 40)


Accepted: 4/17/03, Decision by: 6/20/03

Frank Jones returns as Chairman.  William Childress, attorney, and Anthony Hendricks, engineer, were present to discuss the application.  There is a small section of freshwater inland wetlands on the property.  A proposed wastewater leaching field and reserve area for the septic system of Lot 2 are located within the 100 feet regulated wetland buffer area, at a 50-foot setback from the wetlands.  The alternative to having the leaching field in the regulated area is to move the house farther from the wetlands or locate the septic system upgrade of the house, thus requiring a wastewater pumping system.  Mr. Hendricks stated his belief that the Department of Environmental Protection prefers the septic to be down slope from the house.  

The Commission discussed the language of the Planning Commission’s proposed Conservation Easement with attorney William Childress, to extend the protected area of land into a portion of the inland wetlands buffer. The Commission wishes to insure that there will be no removal of trees, shrubs, or vegetation, or installation of lawn within the maximum area of wetland buffer.

MOTION to approve Application 03-007 with a stipulation that, within the first fifty feet of regulated wetland buffer area adjacent to the inland wetlands, there will be no removal, destruction, or landscaping of trees, shrubs, or other natural vegetation, the application of pesticides or herbicides, or any other activity or use which is or has the potential for being detrimental to the inland wetland area.
MOVED by Paul Smith.  SECONDED by Judy Preston.  APPROVED 6-0-0.
C.
03-009

Sentinel Subdivision

Application for 10 lot subdivision within 100 feet of inland wetlands.

29 Mill Rock Road West (Map 52 Lot 2)

Accepted: 5/15/03 

MOTION to postpone the hearing of Application 03-009 to the next regular meeting on July 17, 2003 because of the lack of legal notice appearing in the newspaper.

MOVED by Frank Jones. 
 SECONDED by Robert McIntyre. 

APPROVED 6-0-0.

V. NEW BUSINESS

A.
03-012

Trask Road Associates, LLC.


Application for 4 lot residential subdivision within 100 feet of inland wetlands.


Trask Road (Map 21, Lot 72)

Gary Sharp was present to describe the application.  The wetlands on the property may be man made from excavation to the water table.  Richard Snarski performed the wetland flagging, but did not determine if the wetlands are functional.  The four-lot subdivision will have one private driveway for the South lot and a common driveway for the other three lots. 

MOTION to accept Application 03-012.

MOVED by Paul Smith.  SECONDED by Frank Jones.  APPROVED 6-0-0.

MOTION to deem Application 03-012 a significant activity, require a public hearing at the next meeting, and collect fees for legal, engineering, and soil scientist consultation.

MOVED by Paul Smith.  SECONDED by Judy Preston.  APPROVED 6-0-0.

B.
03-013

Riversound Development, LLC.

Application for clearing/filling to mobilize drilling machine to drill test sites and discharge of drilling water within 100 feet of inland wetlands/watercourses.

North side of Ingham Hill Road (Map 56, Lot 6)

Sam Hadick and Bill Fryes were present to describe the application.  The application is to drill test wells for irrigation of a golf course.  The 35-foot track mounted drilling rig will use current logging roads and trails but will need to cross three sections of regulated wetland areas.  Riversound Development plans to use crushed stone wrapped in fabric as temporary crossings through the soft soils and wetland areas.  Some sections of the trails will require tree clearing for the drill rig to maneuver around sharp turns.  The drilling will take approximately one month.

MOTION to accept Application 03-013 with stipulation that the applicant provide photos of the crossings, quantities of stone and material or other techniques for traversing the wetland crossings, cut and fill estimates, tree clearing identification, and increase the scale of the drawings to 1”          =100’ for the areas within the regulated buffer zone.

MOVED by Paul Smith.  SECONDED by Robert McIntyre. 

APPROVED 6-0-0.

C.
03-011

William Halstead


Application for construction of dock (already constructed)


15 Otter Cove Drive (Map 64, Lot 4)

MOTION to table Application 03-011 to the next meeting on July 17, 2003.

MOVED by Frank Jones.  SECONDED by Judy Preston. APPROVED 6-0-0.
D.
98-001

Duncan Downie



Request for two-year extension of permit #98-001 to 1/15/05


Center Road West, (Map 26, Lot 6)


The applicant has applied for a permit extension.

MOTION to extend the 98-001 permit application.

MOVED by Frank Jones.  SECONDED by Paul Smith. APPROVED 6-0-0.
E.
Discussion: 
Town of Old Saybrook Inland Wetlands Map

The Commission reviewed the Inland Wetlands Map and recommends that there be a map with only Inland Wetlands using traditional wetlands symbols and to move the discussion of the map to the beginning of the agenda at the next meeting.
VI. STAFF REPORT 

The Gaslight Village development does not have any wetlands under Old Saybrook jurisdiction.

MOTION to make Paul Smith Vice Chairman of the Commission.

MOVED by Frank Jones.  SECONDED by Judy Preston. APPROVED 5-0-0.

VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Commission reviewed the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2003 and made the following amendment:

Add Larry Bright as an absent member.

MOTION to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2003 as amended.

MOVED by Paul Smith.  
SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  

APPROVED 6-0-0.

VIII. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS - None

IX. CORRESPONDENCE - None

X. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 p.m. until the next regular meeting on July 17, 2003.

MOVED by Paul Smith.  SECONDED by Robert McIntyre.  APPROVED 6-0-0

Respectfully submitted,

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk
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